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e e. Two pits obferved years ago, now funk much 

deeper. 
fff. Former clear fmall fprings, where it is fup- 

pofed the water now vents itfelf. 
g g. Steep rifing ground, or woods, on each fide 

Frooyd, declining towards thcLooyd. 



LXXXL An Account of the Agitation of 
the Water s> on the \ft of November 1756, 
in Scotland and at Hamburgh. Commu- 
nicated by John Pringle, M. D. F. R. S. in 
a Letter to the Rev. Tho, Birch, D. D. 
Secret. R. S. 

S I R, 

Read Mar. 18, /"T^H E two inclofed accounts of the 
175 * J[ agitation of the waters, on the firft 
of November laft, I received fince the laft meeting of 
the Society. One was tranfmitted to me by Dr. 
Simfon, profeffor of medicine in the univerfity of 
St. Andrews, containing the obfervation of Mr. Mark- 
M'Callum, mafter of a Greenland fhip, who hap- 
pened to be that day at the Queen's-Ferry, a fea-port 
town on the Frith of Forth, about feven miles far- 
ther up than Leith. The account is addreffed to 
the rev. Mr. Dalgleifh, a friend of Dr. Simfon's, and 
employed by him to procure the beft information. 

Dr. Simfon, in the fame letter to me, takes notice 
of a report, as if the fame agitation of the water was 

likewife 
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likewife Teen .at Alloa, another fea-port town about fix- 
teen miles higher on the Frith; but as he had received 
no certain account of that circumftance, he could not 
anfwer for the truth of it. He concludes with faying, 
that, fo far as he could be informed, there was no 
fenfible agitation of the fea any-where on the coaft 
of Fife; though great part of that county lies upon 
the Frith,, and abounds with inhabitants on the coaft, 
who might have made the obfervation. 

The other paper is an extract of a letter from 
Mr. Reimarus, profeffor of the oriental languages 
at Hamburgh, to his fon, Mr. Reimarus, at prefent 
ftudent of phyfic in this place. This laft gentle- 
man wrote to his father, at my requeft, in order to 
have an authentic account of what we read in the 
publick papers, concerning the motion of the can- 
dlefticks in the churches, and the agitation of the 
waters in and about that city on the firft of Novem- 
ber laft. I am, 

SIR, 

PaU-mall, i&Mar. Your moft obedient 

1756. 

humble fervant, 

John Pringle. 

SIR, 

Read Mar. 18, a Bout ten o'clock of the forenoon, 

175 jljL otl tne fi f ft day °f November, 
to the beft of my remembrance, being then on the 
pier at Queen's-ferry, I obferved the water to rile 

4 A 2 very 
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very fuddenly, and return again with the fame mo- 
tion, which I judged to be about a foot, or eighteen 
inches perpendicular, which made the barks and 
boats then afloat run forwards and backwards on 
their ropes with great rapidity j and this continued 
for three or four minutes, it being then calm j but 
after the fecond or third rufh of water, it always 
grew lefs : And this is the neareft calculation I caa 
make. 

Mark M'Callum. 

Read Mar. 1 8/ ■ "'HE following phenomena are well 
' X vouched to have happened at Ham- 
bourg,. the firft of November i 735. In one of the 
Churches many perfons, that were prefent, obferved 
an agitation of the branched candlefticks hanging 
from the roof, about one o'clock after noon. In 
another church, the cover of the baptiftery hanging 
from the roof was alfo remarked to be agitated : 
and the like motions are faid to have happened in 
other churches. It is likewife fure, that the water 
in the canal thro' the town, and in the river Alfter, 
was agitated the fame day. It is defcribed firft to 
have formed feveral gentle whirlpools, from thence 
to have rifen more and more impetuoufly, throwing 
about mud brought up from the bottom, and at laft 
to have fubfided with a copious white froth. The 
Elbe is faid to have rifen in fome places Hill more 
violently. 
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